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(57) Abstract: An access control apparatus (1) has a plurality of inter- 
face ports (A-D) connected to external devices (2) and can set the types 
of permitted accesses to hard disks (3) connected to access ports (a-d) 
associated with the respective interface ports (A-D). Since the settings 
can be performed in accordance with the natures of the external devices 
(2) connected to the respective interface ports, shared data stored in the 
hard disks (3) can be prevented from being tampered or destroyed by 
user' s operating error or intentionally. 
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